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U/13 MATCH REPORTS

Tour   South Wales
   March19th/20th  2011

Saturday 19th March v Whitland

On a lovely Saturday afternoon, 10 keen Chaddesley players faced a similarly keen team of Whitland players. As we did not have enough for a full team, Whitland gave us 3 players who played their hearts out despite joining the enemy camp!

From the start it looked a very equal match of 13 v 13.  Whitland found space but were unable to do anything with this advantage. A break by Chaddesley found Shaun in possession so with his usual determination he ran half a pitch before finding himself grounded. The support behind him was a little slow so the ball was lost. Good tackling By Nick prevented Whitland from scoring for a few minutes but eventually an overlap and a very quick winger opened the scoring for Whitland. Used to their pitch and having a full squad of players meant that Whitland were able to pass the ball around more successfully than Chaddesley who were obviously missing some key players. A scrum 5 yards from Chaddesley’s try line gave Whitland the opportunity to score again. Chaddesley continued to defend well but were not giving each other the support needed when going forward. Therefore as they were tackled the ball was subsequently lost and Whitland were able to counter attack quickly and score twice more in this half.

Half-time score: 
Whitland: 26

Chaddesley: 5

In the second half Chaddesley improved their ball passing as players got used to each other. Possession was kept for longer and a good call from George put Chaddesley in a very good attacking position. George passed out to Shaun who made his usual sprint for the line now playing as a back. This try was converted with a drop kick by George.  

Whitland fought back and put Chaddesley under a lot of pressure. Some good off loading of the ball gave them another try. From this re-start Whitland again came at Chaddesley hard but this time we hung on to the ball. Their winger (No.11) who had scored many of the Whitland tries, now had hold of the ball and made an excellent run for the line, scoring for Chaddesley, George again converted with a drop kick. The tables turned from the re-start as Whitland put Chaddesley under pressure. They found a space in our defence and nipped through to score again. Following a Whitland injury, and a badly fed in ball in the scrum 5 yards from our line, Whitland scored again. A good period of pressure on the defence led to JK intercepting the ball and ALMOST running the whole length of the pitch to score. In the last few paces, Whitland caught him up and ended his fairy-tale try! We all felt his anguish on the side line!!! Especially as he managed to offload to Shaun but he too was unable to ground the ball.

Full-time score:
Whitland: 45

Chaddesley: 19

Man of the match: Nick Thomas

Special mention should go to all the team who played valiantly. There were many superb tackles. Ed Whelan had a fantastic game as scrum half. Shaun also showed his versatility as a back, combining speed and tackling.

Team: 
Joe, Tom McG, John, Donald, Luke, Toby, Nick, Ed, George, Shaun plus 3 Whitland boys. 

Sunday 20th March  v  Haverfordwest

A less bright and drizzly day saw a large squad of well built Welsh u/13’s meet Chaddesley, now increased to 12 players. Unfortunately Tom Challand was unable to join the team after suffering concussion in a 7’s game for school on Saturday. Haverfordwest loaned us 3 players to enable us to play 15 v 15.

From the start it was obvious that Haverfordwest were a well drilled team and so it was no surprise to learn that they had been coached together since the age of 7 and since their conception have only ever been beaten in 3 matches whilst playing both 15 and 7 a side rugby. They had also not had a point scored against them for their last 4 matches.…..  Given this they must have been rather worried when Harry kicked ahead Shaun ran on to retrieve the ball and we nearly entered their 22.

Our boys did themselves proud. Never giving up and only conceding 3 tries in the first half and 4 in the second.  Their tackling was immense from every single player in the team, numerous counter attacks were made with repeated phase play which looked promising but Haverfordwest  defence was solid, enevitable turn over ball was then farmed back to one of their powerful fast backs who eventually penetrated the Chaddesley defence.

Full time score:
Haverfordwest  35 

Chaddesley
0

No man of the match was awarded as it was felt that the whole team had played magnificently. The Haverfordwest coach was also full of praise, acknowledging that Chaddesley had been one of the hardest oppositions that they had come across this year! One of their parents had thought we were Worcester and was amazed when told that no we were a small village club in Worcestershire.

Team:

As yesterday plus:  Alex and Harry

Special thanks must go to Ian Challand for organising the trip and continuing to support the team despite his son being back at home suffering with an injury.
